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RUNAWAY ADS PROJECT

Jennifer Copeland, Maria Day, Caleb McDaniel, Dwayne Samuel, Adam Tavel
Slavery Commission Summer Interns, 2002

In the summer of 2002, we extracted advertisements from Baltimore City and County newspapers published between 1830 and 1860 that were available on microfilm at the Maryland State Archives. The daily Baltimore Sun, which had one of the widest circulations in the region, proved to be the most fruitful source of slave ads, averaging nearly 100 ads per year.

We printed and scanned each advertisement we found. More importantly, we linked individual images to a comprehensive database. This database contains vital information about the owner, the slave’s name, age, and gender, the location a slave escaped from, likely routes the fugitive took, and the number of other slaves that accompanied a runaway. Future users of the database will be able to construct queries about the profile of the average runaway, the concentration of runaway cases in various counties of Maryland, the frequency of escape, and the popularity of certain destinations or destination rationales. We are excited about the database’s potential to support significant research into the history of slavery in Maryland, but we also believe it will be useful to genealogists, for whom such detailed and accessible information about particular slaves will be invaluable.

This document (L:\msa\stagser\s1259\161\interns2002\docs\Runaway Ads Project.doc) is intended to serve as a record of the project's status as of August 27, 2002, as well as a manual for future data entry and data retrieval in the database.
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I. THE SOURCES
Our search for runaway ads was confined to two collections: (1) microfilmed issues of Baltimore County and City newspapers in the Special Collections of the Maryland State Archives, and (2) microfilmed issues of the daily Baltimore Sun, available at the Court of Appeals' state law library.

(1) Our search of the first collection was exhaustive. The only exceptions were a handful of issues of newspapers in German and religious periodicals without extensive advertising sections (about 4 reels in all). For an extensive list of all Baltimore County and City newspapers available at the Archives in original form or on microfilm, see <L:\msa\stagser\s1259\161\interns2002\docs\newspaper\Baltimore County Newspapers.doc>. Below are the titles and reels that were covered by our project:

Newspaper




Dates Published
  MSA Number
 Microfilm Location         

	Baltimore County Advocate and General Advertiser
	1850-55
	MSA SC 3412
	M3331-M3335

	American Republican and Baltimore Daily Clipper
	1844-46
	MSA SC 3894
	M8521

	American Whig
	1843-44
	MSA SC 3248
	M8606

	Baltimore Clipper
	1839-1844
	MSA SC 3252
	M8518-M8521

	Baltimore Clipper
	1847-1865
	MSA SC 3895
	M8521

	Baltimore County Advocate
	1855-1864
	MSA SC 1932
	M4666-02

M3336-M3340

	Baltimore Wecker [German]
	1851-1867
	MSA SC 2962
	M4129

	Baltimore Weekly American
	1855?-1883?
	MSA SC 3625
	M10672

	Baltimore Weekly Sun
	1838-1904
	MSA SC 3258
	M8799-M8800

	Daily Argus
	1852-53
	MSA SC 3402
	M2033-M3035

	Daily Baltimore Republican
	1855-1861
	MSA SC 2894
	M2039-M2047

	Daily Exchange
	1858-1861
	MSA SC 3434
	M5145-M5150

	Daily Morning News
	1851-1852?
	MSA SC 3267
	M8607

	Daily Republic and Argus
	1845-46
	MSA SC 3400
	M2020-M2022

	Daily Republic and Argus
	1848-50
	MSA SC 3510
	M2026-M2029

	Democrat
	1843-?
	MSA SC 3271
	M8640

	Methodist Protestant and Family Visiter
	1838?-1842
	MSA SC 3880
	M8673

	Monumental Fountain
	1850-52
	MSA SC 3288
	M8516

	Monumental Fountain and Temperance Banner
	1849-1850
	MSA SC 3289
	M8386

	Mutual Right and Methodist Protestant
	1831-34?
	MSA SC 3287
	M8671

	Pilot
	1840-1840
	MSA SC 4394
	M8398

	Pilot and Transcript
	1840-41
	MSA SC 3293
	M8398

	Republican and Argus
	1847-48
	MSA SC 3401
	M2023-M2026

	Republican and Argus
	1853-55
	MSA SC 3511
	M2035-M2039

	Republican and Daily Argus
	1850-52
	MSA SC 2893
	M2029-M2033

	Republican and Daily Argus
	1842-45
	MSA SC 3512
	M2014-M2020

	Weekly Clipper
	1850-1865?
	MSA SC 3785
	M12849

	Western Continent
	1846-1849?
	MSA SC 3790
	M7818


(2) The search of all the newspapers in collection (1) yielded a total of about 150 advertisements. By contrast, our search of the Baltimore Sun yielded an average of 85-100 ads per year. Every year of the Sun has been completed from 1840 to 1859, inclusive. The 1830s have not yet been searched.
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II. THE DATABASE
Every runaway advertisement we found has been printed and scanned. There are currently 1,715 of these images, divided into folders by decade in this directory: <L:\msa\stagser\s1259\161\interns2002\images\>

The information from these images has also been entered into a searchable Microsoft Access database. There are currently 2,011 records in the “runawayads” table, with each record representing exactly one runaway. The location of this database is:

<L:\msa\stagser\s1259\161\interns2002\mdb\runawayads.mdb>

There are backup copies of the tables that were used to assemble the final database. The names of these backup tables are prefixed with the word "old" (e.g., old_SUNads_44) and can be located in three databases in the following directory:

<L:\msa\stagser\s1259\161\interns2002\mdb\newspaper\backups\>

Master backups of the main runawayads table have been made periodically in:

<L:\msa\stagser\…\interns2002\mdb\newspaper\backups\runawayads_backup.mdb>

What follows is a detailed description of the fields in this database and the conventions we used when adding new records. If new data is entered in the future, these conventions should be observed to ensure the accuracy of queries in the database!
ID

Each record was automatically given a unique ID number when added to the database. If records were deleted for any reason, their ID numbers were retired as well, which explains why the ID numbers do not form a continuous series.

Runaway_County
Contains an abbreviation for the Maryland county that the fugitive ran away from. Not all ads contained this information, but we were sometimes able to deduce the county from other geographical clues provided by the subscriber. Runaways from Baltimore were listed as BC, even before Baltimore City was formally created in 1851. Baltimore County is abbreviated BA. The field works like a drop-down list, and it looks up the county abbreviations from a separate table named "Counties." This table must not be deleted and must always be included in databses where the main "runawayads" table is moved.
Runaway_State
Contains an abbreviation for the state/district that the fugitive ran away from. The three states included in the drop-down list are Maryland (MD), Virginia (VA), and the District of Columbia (DC).

Owner_Last & Owner_First
Contains the last and first names of the owner. The actual owner of a runaway was not always provided. For example, sometimes the fugitive was hired out to an employer at the time of his or her escape, and the employer's name is listed. In such cases we did not put the employer's name in the Owner fields, but we did list it in the Notes field (see below). When we came across advertisements with multiple owners listed as subscribers, we entered the first owner's name into these fields and put the other names in Notes. When no information identifying an owner was provided, these fields were left blank.

Runaway_Last & Runaway_First
Contains the last and first names of the runaway when available. Frequently, only the first name of a fugitive was given. When available, though, we included the last name regardless of whether it was given by the owner or claimed by the slave (e.g., if an ad mentioned "Henry (who sometimes calls himself Henry Woodward)," the full name "Henry Woodward" was entered into the record. When no information identifying the fugitive by name was provided, these fields were left blank.

AKA
Contains any of the fugitive's aliases.

Gender
Contains the fugitive's gender.

Age
Contains the approximate age of the fugitive. It was difficult both for slaves and owners to pinpoint the birthdates of many enslaved people, so the ages listed in advertisements should be considered rough estimates. More often than not, an advertisement would list two possible ages ("22 or 23 years of age"), sometimes bounding a very broad range of years ("30 or 40 years of age"). But in any case where multiple ages were listed, we entered the lowest age mentioned to create a consistent body of data for statistical analysis. In the two examples listed above, "22" and "30" would have been entered.

Group_Number
Contains the number of slaves that ran away with a fugitive. In most cases we limited this number to adult slaves that could have participated actively in the escape. Runaway infants and very small children are generally not included in Group_Number (except in rare cases when they are identified by name and included in the subscriber's own count of the runaway party). Fugitives not counted in Group_Number are still listed in Notes.

Ranaway_Date
Contains the date on which the fugitive escaped. Dates are entered as YYYY/MM/DD. Parts of the date that are unknown are entered as ?? (e.g., if a fugitive ran away in May 1849, the date would be entered as 1849/05/??.

From_Key & To_Key
Contains geographical keywords about places that fugitives escaped from or ran to. Extensive information about a fugitive's point of origin or likely destination is contained in Ranaway_From and Likely_Destination (see below). The Key fields only contain major landmarks (like Ellicotts Mills, Patapsco Falls, or the York Turnpike), or city and town names (like Baltimore, Cockeysville, or Upper Marlboro). County and city street names are usually not included as keywords but are always listed in the larger location fields. State names are only included in the keyword fields if they were not one of the three state abbreviations used in Runaway_State. In order to keep the keywords consistent, apostrophes and periods were eliminated unless they were necessary for understanding an abbreviation (e.g., "Washington, DC" or "St Leonards" are without punctuation, while "Pikesville P.O. [Post Office]" retains its punctuation). Spelling was standardized according to a word’s most frequent form, or according to the currently used spelling of a place name. See Appendix A for keywords commonly used in the database.

Ranaway_From
Contains any geographical information about where the fugitive escaped from. Street addresses, county, city, and state names, as well as local place names like "Smith's Farm," are all listed in this field.

Likely_Destination
Contains any geographical information about where the fugitive may have gone. Usually the subscriber speculates about the runaway's likely destination, which may be based on the location of a fugitive's family, friends, or former owners. These speculations are usually prefaced by a formulaic phrase liked "It is supposed she has gone to …" or "I have no doubt but that he is headed for …" Sometimes, however, these phrases are not present in the ad, while information about a family member's location or former owner's address is provided. In such cases, we inferred that the subscriber was providing this information because he or she suspected the fugitive might go there, so we entered these locations in this field.

Destination_Reason
Contains any reason the subscriber has for naming the likely destination. We grouped these reasons into "Family";"Acquaintances";"Former owner";"Familiar with area";"Camouflage";"Job opportunities";"Other." In cases where several rationales were listed, we tried to pick the one that seemed to be primary, listing other reasons in Notes.

Notes
Contains any significant data from the ad that would not fit in other fields. This is a helpful catch-all category for information that spills over from other fields or that could not be included in other categories. It also includes the image file names of other related ads (i.e., reprints, commital notices, etc.).

Newspaper_Title
Contains the full name of the newspaper in which the advertisement appears.

Newspaper_Date
Contains the date of the issue in which the advertisement appears. Dates are entered in the YYYY/MM/DD format.

Newspaper_Page
Contains the page number (usually 2, 3, or 4) on which the advertisement appears.

Image
Contains the file name of the scanned image of the advertisement. All images were saved as Group 4 TIFF files. They are named according to the date of the newspaper and an abbreviation of the newspaper's title. The naming format we used was YYYYMMDDnn, where "nn" stands for a two-letter abbreviation for the newspaper. So, for example, an advertisement appearing in the July 4, 1848 issue of the Baltimore Sun would be named "18480704bs". If more than one advertisement appeared in an issue, the filenames were numbered according to the order of appearance in the paper (e.g. 18480704bs1, 18480704bs2, etc.). For a complete list of newspaper abbreviations used in naming images, see Appendix B.

Committal_County & Committal_Date

Contains the county and date in which a runaway was committed to jail. Many runaway advertisements we found were not placed by owners but by county sherriffs who had incarcerated sometimes unidentified fugitives. For these records we recorded the county jail and committal date. Dates are recorded in the YYYY/MM/DD format.

Ad_Reprint
Contains a check if an advertisement was reissued at a later date. An ad is not counted as "reprinted" unless it was printed as a new advertisment series. Most ads contain information in the lower left hand corner about the length of an ad's run purchased by a subscriber; for example, an owner may have bought an ad to run "1-eowtf" (once every other week till found). When we found ads that were merely part of the original advertisement's run, we did not print them out or check Ad_Reprint. If, however, an advertisement was repurchased and run for a new series of dates, we printed the new ad, scanned it, and checked Ad_Reprint. These ads indicate that at the time of the reprint, the runaway still had not been found, providing more information about the success and duration of escape attempts. If Ad_Reprint is checked, information about the newspaper date and image of the new ad can be found in Notes.
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III. THE APPLICATIONS
The basic applications of this database are based on the powerful search capabilities of Microsoft Access. Genealogists searching for an ancestor can simply ask the "runawayads" table to find ads that mention their families' names. Researchers interested in the holdings of a certain slaveowner can do the same thing just by searching in another field. But creative users of the database will find its greatest potential applications by "querying" the data.

A few sample queries have already been designed and included in the database. Each of these queries is titled according to what it calculates. To view the results of these calculations, simply open the query. The queries are also designed to take into account any changes made to records in the table, so if new runaway ads are added to the database, these new figures will be reflected in the query results.

Each query is designed to prompt the user for beginning and ending dates. You can choose to run the query for all the ads in the database by entering a broad range of dates (e.g., begin with 1830/01/01 and end with 1860/01/01). Or you can choose to run the query for a narrow range of dates, like one year (e.g., begin with 1851/01/01 and end with 1851/12/31), one month (e.g., begin with 1851/02/01 and end with 1851/02/28), or even one week (e.g., begin with 1851/02/01 and end with 1851/02/08).

Each query has a clone designed to query only ads from The Baltimore Sun. So, for example, “TotalsByState” counts the runaways from all newspapers, but its clone “TotalsByState_SUNonly” counts only advertisements listed in the Sun.

Here is a list of the queries that have been designed so far. These queries are offered as building blocks for future query applications:

AvgRunaway
Calculates the average age and group number of runaways, grouped by state

AvgRunawayByCounty
Calculates the average age and group number of runaways, grouped by county

DestinationReasons
Calculates the number of ads giving different reasons for a runaway’s destination, grouped by reason and state

Destinations
Calculates the number of runaways going to different keyword locations, grouped by keyword

PointsOfOrigin
Calculates the number of runaways escaping from different keyword locations, grouped by keyword

TotalsByCounty
Calculates the total number of runaways from each Maryland county, grouped by county

TotalsByGender
Calculates the total number of men and women, grouped by state

TotalsByMonth
Calculates the total number of slaves who ran away in a month entered by the user, grouped by state

TotalsByState
Calculates the total number of runaways, grouped by state
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A. LOCATION KEYWORDS
Here is a list of place names that occur three or more times in the From_Key or To_Key database fields (see Page 4 of this document for details). The number following each keyword is the total number of times it appears in a Key field. The abbreviation "P.O." stands for "Post Office."

Alexandria
36
Annapolis
28
Annapolis Junction
3
Annapolis Road
12
Back River Neck
6
Baltimore
636
Belair
4
Belair Road
5
Beltsville
26
Bladensburg
26
Bright Seat
3
Bright Seat P.O.
3
Bristol
6
Brookeville
4
Buckland
3
Buena Vista
9
Buena Vista P.O.
6
Burgess Store
3
Cambridge
36
Canton
8
Chestnut Hill P.O.
3
Clarksville
7
Cockeysville
8
Colesville
3
Cooksville
8
Davidsonville
13

DC
7
Dumfries
8

Eastern Shore
6
Easton
6
Elkridge
9
Ellicotts Mills
34
Fairfield Farm
4
Fells Point
12
Frederick Turnpike
10
Freedom
3
Friendship
5
Garrisonville
5
Georgetown
9
Good Luck P.O.
13
Governors Bridge
10
Hagerstown
12
Hampton
4
Haymarket
3
Jarrettsville
4
Jeffersontown
3
Joppa
3
Leonardtown
3
Long Green
9
Lower Marlboro
8
Markham Station
7
Marriottsville
13
Middle River Neck
3
Millersville
24
Mount Airy
3
Mt Jackson
3
Nanjemoy
3

New York
3
Norfolk
7
Nottingham
11
Oakland
3
Owings Mills
6
Patapsco Neck
7

Pennsylvania
37

Philadelphia
6
Philadelphia Road
5
Point of Rocks
7
Pomonkey
3
Pomonkey P.O.
9
Poplar Spring
4
Port Republic
11
Port Tobacco
13
Prince Frederick
7
Prospect Hill
3
Queen Anne
24
Queen Anne P.O.
7
Reisterstown
6
Richmond
6
Rockville
5
Sandy Springs
3
Savage
3
Savage Factory
7
Shawsville
3
South River
8
South River P.O.
7
St Leonards
5
Sweetzers Bridge
11
Taylor P.O.
4
Tobacco Stick
4
Towsontown
4
Trappe
3
Upper Marlboro
96
Upperville
3
Vienna
4
Warrenton
10
Washington, DC
129

Westminster
3
West River
42
Wicomico River
3
Woodstock
5
York Road
10
York Turnpike
3
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B. NEWSPAPER ABBREVIATIONS
Here is a list of two-letter newspaper abbreviations used to name image files for scannned advertisements (see Page 5 of this document for details):
	ABB.
	NEWSPAPER TITLE

	as
	American Sentinel

	ba
	Baltimore County Advocate

	bc
	Baltimore Clipper (daily)

	bs
	Baltimore Sun (daily)

	bw
	Baltimore Weekly Sun

	cw
	Weekly Clipper (Baltimore)

	db
	Daily Baltimore Republican

	dc
	Democrat and Carrolltonian

	hd
	Harford Democrat

	mh
	Madisonian and Harfard and Baltimore Advertiser

	mg
	Maryland Gazette (Annapolis)

	rd
	Daily Argus; Daily Republican and Argus; Republican and Argus; Republican and Daily Argus

	wc
	Westminster Carrolltonian


NOTE: This list includes Carroll and Anne Arundel County newspapers, which were searched and scanned but are not included in the main "runawayads" database. For the results from these newspapers, see the following database:

<L:\msa\stagser\s1259\161\interns2002\mdb\newspaper\backups\OTHERnewspapers.mdb>

